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- Summary Report - 

The 6
th

 COORDINATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

of the 

Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) to Promote Responsible Fishing Practices 

including Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asia Region  

Kota Kinabalu-Malaysia, 19-21 November 2013 

 

1. OPENING SESSION 

Representatives of ten participating countries to the Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) to 

Promote Responsible Fishing Practices including Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast 

Asia Region (Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New 

Guinea, Singapore, Timor Leste, Thailand and Vietnam) attended the 6
th
 RPOA Coordination 

Committee Meeting. The Philippines was not able to attend the meeting. Among the four 

inter-governmental organisations which act as Advisory Bodies,  the Southeast Asian 

Fisheries Development Centre (SEAFDEC) and Infofish attended the meeting. Members of 

the RPOA Coordination Committee are shown at Annex 1. Delegates participating in the 

meeting are listed at Annex 2. 

The Honourable Dato’ Ahamad Sabki Bin Mahmood, the Director General of Fisheries,  

Department of Fisheries Malaysia, in his opening remarkswelcomed all delegates to Sabah, 

Malaysia, on behalf of the Government of Malaysia. He outlined that the RPOA Coordination 

Committee is a high level decision-making body providing strategic advice and direction to 

RPOA member countries. Since inception of the Coordination Committee in 2008, it has 

raised the visibility and significance of the RPOA in the global arena in combating IUU 

fishing in the region. He listed some achievements of the RPOA, including the contribution of 

Malaysia during implementation, and that it is  entering its sixth year of operation and 

therefore it is now worth evaluating the progress made in achieving the RPOA objectives with 

more realistic and implementable action plans reflecting the current situation in the region.  

The Honourable Dato’ extended sympathy to the people and Government of the Philippines 

that were recently struck by typhoon Haiyan, and sincerely hoped that the Philippines will 

recover soon with the help and support coming from all over the world. The Honourable 

Dato’ officially launched Malaysia’s National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (NPOA-IUU Fishing) during the official 

opening of the meeting. The Honourable Dato’s opening remarks appear in Annex 3. 

The Coordination Committee meeting was co-chaired by: Mr. Bruce Wallner, Counselor  

(Agriculture) Department of Agriculture, Australian Embassy in Indonesia; Mrs. Ida Kusuma 

Wardhaningsih, Executive Secretary of the Directorate General of Surveillance for Marine 

and Fisheries Resources, MMAF, Republic of Indonesia; intermittently by Mr. Mohamad 

Shaupi Bin Derahman, Deputy Director-General of Fisheries (Operations), and Mr. Ahmad 

Haziz Bin Aziz-Director, Intenational, Trade and Investment Division, Department of 

Fisheries, Malaysia. 

Mr. Bruce Wallner extended his thanks to the Government of Malaysia and the Department of 

Fisheries, Malaysia, for hosting the meeting and congratulated Malaysia on finalizing its 

NPOA-IUU Fishing. He extended the meeting’s sympathy to the people and the Government 

of the Philippines and outlinedthe purpose and objectives of the RPOA 6
th
 Coordination 

Committee meeting. 

Mrs. Ida Kusuma Wardhaningsih delivered the opening remarks on behalf of the Director 

General of Surveillance for Marine and Fisheries Resources-Ministry of Marine Affairs and 

Fisheries, Republic of Indonesia. She also extended sympathy  to the people and Government 

of the Philippines in the aftermath by  typhoon Haiyan. She conveyed her appreciation to the 

Coordination Committee and participating countries of the RPOA for their commitment and 
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contributions over the last 5 years to implementing the RPOA action plan which is making 

this regional initiative more alive, stronger, and is  facilitating and consolidating efforts to 

promote responsible fishing practices and combat IUU fishing in the region. She stated that 

the RPOA is now at the strategic point where  countries need to evaluate the RPOA’s 

achievements and to assess further actions to address the emerging issues and challenges. She 

invited countries to revisit the 5 core elements that have guided RPOA countries during the 

last 5 years out of the 11 RPOA elements that were endorsed by Ministers responsible for 

fisheries in the region in Bali in May 2007. With the five year evaluation of the RPOA we 

should now expect more strategic actions and better coordination towards compliance and 

achieving sustainable and responsible fishing practices including combating IUU fishing in 

the region and sub-regions. Mrs. Kusuma Wardhaningsih’s opening remarks appear in Annex 

4. 

Mr. Ahmad Haziz Bin Aziz conveyed a very warmly welcoming to the Chairperson Mr. 

Bruce Wallner, co-chair Mrs. Ida Kusuma Wardhaningsih and all distinguished delegates. He 

also extended his sympathy to the people and Government of the Philippines and advised that 

Malaysia is deeply honoured to host the 6th RPOA Coordination Committee meeting and he 

sincerely hoped that the deliberation and discussion in the next 2 days would be smooth and 

fruitful. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

With a change to accomodate discussion concerning the procedures to involve other  parties 

in CC meetings, the draft Agenda was adopted.  The adopted Agenda appears in Annex __. 

3. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF MEETING 

Mr. Bruce Wallner delivered the introduction and purpose to the meeting. He noted the 

endorsement of the RPOA in 2007 by 11 Ministers responsible for fisheries in the region, and 

emphasized the momentum of the RPOA including evaluating the implementation of the 

RPOA action plan in responding to current  IUU fishing global threats.   

Mr Wallner raised the matter of the request by Greenpeace and the US National Oceans and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to participate in the Coordination Committee meeting, 

and led the discussion about their participation. The meeting agreed to welcome Greenpeace 

and NOAA to the meeting, as observers, and took note of the need for countries to discuss 

further the development of procedures/criteria  for third party organizations to attend future 

RPOA meetings and/or workshops.  

The meeting discussed a general outline that would include: categories such as inter-

governmental organizations, NGOs, advisory bodies, observers and contain 

procedures/criteria for admission to meetings and be publically available on the RPOA 

website. Organisations would need to apply to the Secretariat/Coordination Committee to 

participate in RPOA open sessions. Consideration of attendance by external organisations 

could be a standing CC meeting agenda item. The meeting tasked a subgroup (Indonesia, 

Singapore, Australia, Malaysia) to develop a procedural document to be circulated to 

participating countries for comment. 

4. REGIONAL OUTLOOK DISCUSSION 

Co-chairs led a discussion on the regional outlook by highlighting development issues around 

the 11 elements contained in the RPOA Action Plan, the current situation in the region and 

ideas on developing  an RPOA strategic plan of action. Co-chairs noted that  the RPOA 

evaluation and assessment paper will provide guidance  in the discussion on the RPOA’s 

achievements and future challenges.  

The discussion on the regional outlook identified achievements of the RPOA, including:  

 Strengthening Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) systems to include:  a draft 

matrix of national, sub-regional and regional MCS issues, needs and potential actions; 
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the establishment of a Regional MCS Network and three sub regional MCS forums; 

development of a Curriculum and Training Programme on fisheries MCS measures and 

techniques;  and that the Coordination Committee has initiated greater MCS capacity 

building. 

 Commissioned three RPOA studies: 

- MCS Curriculum and Training Programme; 

- Model Fisheries Legislation; 

- Net Returns: Human and institutional capacity building; 

 Agreement to deny port access to IUU vessels; 

 An advanced draft RPOA IUU Vessel Watch List; 

 

5. PRESENTATION OF REPORTS  

5.1. RPOA Secretariat  

The Secretariat presented an overview of progress in implementing the RPOA workplan 

2012-13 including progress on data and information exchange on IUU fishing vessels, in 

particular relating to IUU vessel sightings and movements and action taken by countries –for 

example, a study case on Indonesia’s investigations on the FV. Wuhan 04 (formerly the FV. 

Thunder). 

As the follow up action of the Workshop on Assessment Impact on IUU Fishing and EC 

Regulation 1005/2008 to Small Scale Fisheries (Vietnam, 2012), SEAFDEC will raise this 

issue in the upcoming SEAFDEC’s Program Committee Meeting in Penang in late November 

2013 with regard to developing a regional catch certification scheme for small scale fisheries.  

The RPOA Secretariat informed the meeting about (i) the International MCS Network’s 4th 

Global Fisheries Enforcement Training Workshop to be held on 17-21 February 2014 in 

Costa Rica, and (ii) a proposal to assign one person as an MCS IUU specialist to support the 

RPOA Secretariat in working with MCS focal points in RPOA countries.The Secretariat’s 

presentation appears in Annex 5. 

5.2. MCS Sub Regional Groups 

The three subregional MCS groups reported on their activities and identified their main 

issues. 

a. Arafura–Timor Seas (Australia, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste) 

Australia reported on the key issues in 2013 including significant IUU activities in the 

PNG Dog Leg area – unlicensed fishing vessels, unauthorised mothership activity, 

duplicate licenses, double/dual flagged vessels, and non-compliant VMS. Australia 

provided supporting evidentiary material obtained during aerial surveillance (photos, 

statements/affidavits) to PNG and Indonesia regarding the IUU fishing activity and the 

group agreed to take the following action: 

 representations be made by Indonesia and PNG to non-compliant regional flag states 

in relation to those vessels identified as operating illegally;  

 flag state responsibility being auctioned by PNG and Indonesia in relation to their 

own flagged vessel operating illegally within each of their own waters respectively;  

 conduct future coordinated enforcement activity including air and sea surveillance. 

The next subregional group meeting will be held in Bali, Indonesia in the first quarter of 

2014. The Subgroup’s presentation appears in Annex 6.  
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b. Gulf of Thailand (Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and Malaysia)  

Thailand presented on the subregional group’s work to monitor, record and control active 

fishing capacity in coastal fisheries, including incidences of illegal  and destructive 

fishing practices and landings across international boundaries in the Gulf of Thailand. 

The elements were: 

 A general thrust to support the strengthening of bilateral and multilateral cooperation 

and sub-regional arrangements by building upon trans-boundary ’opportunities’; 

 The integration of fisheries and habitat management and the importance of trans 

boundary stocks and habitats; 

 Strengthened capacity and sub-regional cooperation on monitoring, surveys and 

control of fishing effort and the landings of fisheries products; 

 Local capacity-building, strengthening of community fisheries and diversified 

livelihoods to enhance communities’ resilience and capacity to adapt to change; 

 Data and information sharing. 

The next subregional meeting will be held in Thailand, 17-19 December 2013. The 

Subgroup’s presentation appears in Annex 7. 

c. Southern and Eastern Area of the South China Sea and Sulu-Sulawesi Seas (Indonesia, 

Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, and the Philippines)  

Malaysia reported the outcome of the 4th subregional meeting on Southern and Eastern 

Area of the South China Sea and Sulu-Sulawesi Seas which was held in Manila, 

Phillipines, 29 June 2013. The meeting agreed to the simplified subregional workplan 

matrix which was developed by the MCS and Fishery Resource Management technical 

working group (TWG) .  

The next meeting will be held in Brunei Darussalam in the third quarter of 2014. The 

Subgroup’s presentation appears in Annex 8. 

Responding to the MCS subregional groups’ presentations, the meeting took note of the 

following matters: 

 The need to standarize reporting by the MCS subregional groups. While it was agreed to 

develop standardised core reporting criteria, it was also agreed to build in flexibility to 

enable reporting on subgroup specific matters, where required. RPOA Secretariat was 

tasked to prepare a reporting template for use by the subregional groups;       

 The training program undertaken by the Arafura–Timor Seas Subgroup was based on the 

RPOA MCS Curriculum and Training Program and could only be focused on 

surveillance and enforcement training due to limited funding; 

 With regard to specific subgroup capacity building and training , the meeting agreed that 

such activities could be expanded to the other subregional groups and all RPOA 

participating countries. However, the type of capacity building and training, and funding 

availability, will need to be addressed on a case-by-case basis.  

5.3. RPOA Advisory Bodies  

a. SEAFDEC 

The representative from SEAFDEC (Dr. Magnus Torrel) presented the SEAFDEC sub-

regional approach now established in the areas of the Andaman Sea, the Gulf of 

Thailand, the Mekong River basin and the Sulu-Sulawesi Seas. The subregional 

approach comprises four headline target areas, namely (i) integration of habitat and 

fisheries management (EAF) (ii) monitoring, recording and control for large and small 

scale fishing and combating IUU (iii) local knowledge, cross cutting issues, climate 
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variability and safety at sea, and (iv) policy development and promotion of regional 

cooperation in fisheries management. 

Dr. Torell raised the need to strengthen the role of SEAFDEC, MRC, CTI-CFF, RPOA-

IUU, BOBLME and others in facilitating development of regional, bilateral or trilateral 

agreements. Collaborative effort should be strengthened and continued with other 

international organizations and initiatives, including ASEAN, FAO/APFIC, IMO and 

ILO. Dr. Torell also informed the meeting about  SEAFDEC’s upcoming events 

including the next subregional Gulf of Thailand meeting that will be held in Bangkok, 

Thailand, 18-19 December 2013. 

b. InfoFish 

The representative from Infofish (Dr. Abdul Basir Kunhimohammed) informed the 

meeting of its activities as described on its website and through its magazine  and would 

welcome articles submitted by RPOA countries about  combating IUU fishing in the 

region, similiar to articles in the magazine on combating IUU fishing in African 

countries. 

5.4. Organization/partners 

a. Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI) – Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security (CFF) 

The representative from the CTI-CFF (Mr. Antony Lewis) presented on coastal and 

marine resource management in the Coral Triangle Initiative - Southeast Asia (CTI-SEA) 

project, and highlighted the activities on combating IUU fishing on groupers and wrasse 

– now also an off-shore trans-border issue. The project addresses the Live Reef Food 

Fish (LRFF) IUU issue within a Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) framework 

and the issue of sustainability within the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management 

(EAFM). Mr Lewis informed the meeting that CTI activities pertaining to IUU, as 

indicated in the CTI-CFF RPOA, could be pursued under the umbrella of the RPOA-IUU 

and suggested that CTI-CFF initiatives be included on the agenda of RPOA Coordination 

Committee meetings. 

b. International MCS Network (IMCSN) 

The representative from the International MCS Network (Mr. Harm Koster) presented on 

activities of the IMCSN such as information exchange, raising awareness and 

strengthening technical capacity. He outlined IMCSN  experience on capacity building in 

Ghana and the exchange of MCS equipment. 

IMCSN also informed the meeting of the upcoming 4
th
 Global Fisheries Enforcement 

Training Workshop with the topic Protecting Artisanal and Regional Fisheries through 

the Promotion of Legal, Reported and Regulated Fisheries, to be held on 17-21 February 

2014 in Costa Rica. IMCSN invited RPOA countries to participate in the Enforcement 

Training Workshop as representatives from Southeast Asia with an indication  they can 

fully  support their participation. 

In response to this presentation, the matter of financial support for developing countries 

to participate in IMCSN activities was raised. More financial support would assist 

greater participation in community based MCS programs, such as in Indonesia and 

Vietnam who are members of IMCSN.  

5.5. Observers 

a. US Department of Commerce – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA)  

The representative from the US Department of Commerce – NOAA (Dr. Russel E. 

Brainard) presented on the IUU programs in the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries 

Management (EAFM) under CTI-CFF. He informed the meeting on the of NOAA’s 

enforcement capability in combating IUU fishing such as: surveillance patrols and 
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investigations; education, outreach and community based efforts; technology (VMS, 

forensics), and partnerships (international, national, state/tribal, local, NGO, 

stakeholders), including its collaboration in the region with organizations and agencies. 

Dr Brainard expressed an interest in aligning NOAA’s EAFM capability with relevant 

regional bodies where this would complement investment in fisheries management and 

combating IUU fishing. 

b. Greenpeace 

The representative from Greenpeace (Mr. Ephraim Batungbacal) noted that unsustainable 

fishing methods and destructive techniques are one of the gravest threats to Southeast 

Asia’s oceans. He explained that in many instances large commercial vessels are fishing 

within areas that are reserved for local communities, in essence stealing the marine 

resources that coastal communities depend on for survival. He emphasized that these 

factors contribute to the downward spiral of fish stocks, some of which are threatened or 

endangered. 

As a global organization, Greenpeace is committed to the attainment of twin global 

ocean goals (i) achieving a global network of effective no-take marine reserves covering 

40% of the oceans and (ii) an end to overfishing.  

Presentation of Advisory Bodies and Observers appears in Annex 9. 

5.6. Global Record of Fishing Vessel and RPOA PIC – meeting report 

The Coordination Committee noted the reports of the two meetings held in Manila, 

Philippines, 25-28 June 2013 and considered their recommendations. The meetings were: 

(i) FAO/RPOA Expert Workshop on The Development of tools to Combat IUU Fishing - 

The Comprehensive Global Record of Fishing Vessel, Refrigerated Transport Vessels 

and Supply Vessels. The Coordination Committee discussed the report of the workshop 

including some amendments to the draft report. The Coordination Committee endorsed 

the report of the workshop; 

(ii) Regional Public Information Campaign (PIC) workshop report. The Coordination 

Committee endorsed the PIC Strategic Action Plan. 

SEAFDEC informed the meeting on the progress of a regional fishing vessel record where a 

pilot exercise will be conducted to include countries’ minimum data requirement for vessels 

of 24 metres and greater as a subset based on the FAO Global Record data registration. 

The workshop reports appear in Annex 10 and Annex 11 respectively. 

5.7. RPOA Vessel Watch List 

Australia noted the progress made in developing the draft RPOA Vessel Watch List including 

input from an intersessional subgroup discussion conducted on the side of the RPOA 

Regional PIC meeting in the Philippines.  Delegates discussed the additional input received 

from Thailand and agreed to accommodate it into the draft RPOA Vessel Watch List. The 

revised draft would be circulated to participating countries for consideration and comment 

out-of-session. 

5.8. MCS Network Communication Procedures 

Australia presented the draft MCS Network Communication Procedures. The meeting 

endorsed the MCS Network Communication Procedures. The Secretariat was asked to place  

the Procedures (when finalised) on the public website and also to circulate the document. The 

Procedures appear in Annex 12. 

6. THE CONCEPT OF GENUINE LINK AND FLAG STATE RESPONSIBILITY 

Australia informed the meeting it has yet to finalize a draft paper regarding ‘The Concept of 

Genuine Link and Flag State Resposibility’.  
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A general discussion on flag State responsibilities ensued focussing on methods used by IUU 

fishers to avoid detection such as falsification of documents including fishing licences and 

catch records, using fishing gear not in accordance with the regulations or prohibited fishing 

methods (blast fishing), the increasing use of unauthorised carrier/support vessels, falsifying 

vessel names and flags, flag duplication, falsifying crew identity documents and bribery of 

officials. Countries were asked to reflect on their flag State responsibilities and how much 

control they have/dont have over their vessels either in national waters or international waters, 

including when presented with substantiated evidence of IUU activity.  

The meeting recalled that flag state responsibility is one of the 11 RPOA Action Plan 

elements  endorsed by fisheries ministers in Bali in 2007 and noted that capacity building 

(human, institutional and technology) and a strong and responsive legal framework remain the 

building blocks for more effective implementation of flag state responsibilities.  

7.  2012-13 RPOA WORK PLAN AND COUNTRY REPORTS 

The RPOA member countries provided their country reports on progress and implementation 

of the RPOA workplan 2012-2013 with key activities under (i) strengthening legal, 

administrative and policy frameworks, (ii) capacity building, (iii) strengthening 

regional/international cooperation (iv) other implementation not included in the workplan 

2012-2013 and (v)  suggested priorities and recommendations. 

During  presentations, countries identified issues such as: 

 Gaps in roles and responsibilities between internal agencies and understanding the overall 

regulatory framework; 

 Benefits in harmonizing the regulations required to implement port State measures and 

strengthening information exchange and sharing; 

 Benefits in ratifying the PSMA and/or implementing key PSMA measures; 

 The need for both bilateral and regional cooperation in developing a Regional PIC; 

 A need for greater capacity building and/or a regional workshop on flag state 

responsibilities. 

Country presentations appear in Annex 13. 

8. THE RPOA – A FIVE YEAR EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

The RPOA Secretariat presented the outline of the RPOA Evaluation and Assessment paper 

The RPOA is a work in progress and the paper is a working document offering advice to the 

Coordination Committee on implementation of the 11 RPOA Action Plan components. In 

this, the evaluation is more a regional assessment, not a national assesment.  

 Progress was mostly satisfactory in: understanding the current resource and management 

situation in the region; regional capacity building; strengthening MCS systems, and 

implementing administrative structures and procedures;  

 Progress was mixed in: implementation of international and regional instruments; 

understanding the role of regional and multilateral organizations; implementing coastal 

State responsibilities; and implementing port State measures;  

 Progress was deficient in: implementing flag State responsibilities; implementing regional 

market measures; and controlling transhipments at sea.  

Recommendations included: 

 Countries need to better control the activities of their vessels, both in their national waters 

and waters of other countries; 
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 Investigate the potential for the use of market measures to help combat the trade in IUU 

fish, e.g. catch documentation schemes;  

 Address the growing problem of unregulated transhipments at sea;  

 Address the possibility of developing an RPOA funding base.  

Comment arising from discussion focused on : 

 Possibly more funding support at the regional level; 

 More effective development/implementation of catch certification schemes and 

implementation of flag State measures and port State measures. 

Countries were encouraged to use the document for internal guidance and were asked to 

provide any comments and/or suggested amendments to the Secretariat as soon as possible. 

When finalised, the full report should be uploaded to the RPOA website (private) and only the 

Executive Summary to be uploaded to the public site. 

9. PRIORITIES OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS AND DEVELOPMENT OF A 

STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN 

With a view to the next five years, co-chairs led a discussion to identify the key priority action 

areas on which countries should focus. After a wide-ranging discussion, it was agreed to 

continue addressing the original 11 RPOA Action Plan elements as they all continue to 

remain relevant to the implementation of responsible fishing practices and combating IUU 

fishing in the region.  

 To assist development of a five year RPOA strategic action plan, it was further agreed that 

countries should first identify the impediments encountered in implementing the required 

national and regional measures and instruments in meeting the RPOA’s objectives.   

10.  RPOA WORKPLAN 2013-2014 

The following Work Plan was endorsed by the Coordination Committee: 

1. Current resource and management situation in the region 

1.1. RPOA countries will continue to collaborate with advisory bodies and others to 

assess the status of fisheries resources to ensure that the best available scientific 

information is used to assist fisheries management decision making. This 

information should be shared with all RPOA participating countries as 

appropriate.  

Responsibility: RPOA Countries, Advisory Bodies. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

2. Implementation of international and regional instruments 

2.1. Countries to continue to consult internally on implementation of the FAO 

Agreement on Port State Measures and report to the Coordination Committee on 

action taken.  

Responsibility: RPOA Countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

2.2. Countries to continue to designate and publicise on their national websites ports 

to which foreign fishing vessels may request entry, consistent with international 

instruments such as the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures. 

Responsibility: RPOA Countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 
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2.3. The Secretariat to work with relevant regional bodies to prepare a matrix of 

acitivities being undertaken that are relevant to the FAO Global Record and 

report back to the next CCM. 

Responsibility: RPOA Secretariat. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

2.4. SEAFDEC, RPOA and other advisory bodies to work with the FAO towards the 

development of the FAO Global Record  

Responsibility: RPOA Secretariat. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

3. Role of regional and multilateral organisations 

3.1. Continue to work with regional organisations to strengthen fisheries management 

and conservation in the south east Asian region.  

Responsibility: RPOA participating countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

3.2. Where appropriate, countries will endeavour to increase their participation in 

regional and multilateral organisations, including RFMOs. 

Responsibility: RPOA participating countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

4. Coastal State responsibilities 

No actions 

5. Flag State responsibilities 

5.1. Each country to continue to review its specific Model Fisheries Legislation 

report and identify action to strengthen its fisheries legislation consistent with the 

findings of its report. Each country to report to the annual RPOA Coordination 

Committee its progress in implementing improved fisheries management 

legislation. 

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

5.2. Australia to develop a discussion paper on the concept of genuine link and flag 

state responsibilities.  

Responsibility: Australia. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

6. Port State Measures 

6.1. Countries will undertake to refuse entry to their port (s) of vessels on RFMO 

IUU Fishing Vessel Lists. Countries will endeavour to inspect and/or investigate 

any suspected fishing vessel that enters its port(s), and where evidence is found 

to confirm IUU activities, take further action as appropriate.  

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframes: 2013-2014. 

6.2. Subject to adoption out-of-session of the Procedure for listing and delisting 

vessels presumed to have carried out IUU activities in RPOA waters (RPOA 

Vessel Watch List), countries to implement the RPOA Vessel Watch List. 

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframes: 2013-2014. 

7. Regional Market measures 

7.1. Vietnam to work with SEAFDEC on the development of a catch certification 

scheme for the region that is relevant to the needs of the region and, in particular, 

the needs of small scale fisheries and report back to the next CC meeting.  

Responsibility: Vietnam, SEAFDEC. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 
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8. Regional capacity building 

8.1. Countries continue to review and promote the findings of the report Net Returns: 

A Human Capacity Development Framework for Marine Capture Fisheries 

Management in Southeast Asia and the RPOA MCS Curriculum and Training 

Program, and consult internally with their relevant national agencies and local 

authorities including donor agencies. Countries to also facilitate internal 

inspector training consistent with the material provided at the Inspector Training 

Workshop (June, 2011). On regional issues and priorities, countries should 

ensure compatibility and consistency across the region and sub-regions. 

Countries will report annually to the Coordination Committee on improvements 

with respect to fisheries management capacity building.  

Responsibility: RPOA Countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

9. Strengthening MCS systems 

9.1. Countries to continue to provide data and information on IUU fishing vessels to 

the Secretariat.  

Responsibility: RPOA countries, RPOA Secretariat. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

9.2. Countries to consider the draft Procedure for listing and delisting vessels 

presumed to have carried out IUU activities in RPOA waters and provide any 

comments to the Secretariat by 31 March 2014. If no comments are received by 

the Secretariat by this date, the procedure should be adopted. 

Responsibility: RPOA countries, RPOA Secretariat. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

9.3 Countries to adhere to the MCS Network Communication Procedures as 

endorsed by the Coordination Committee. 

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

 

10. Transhipments at sea 

10.1. Countries to identify action, both nationally and regionally, with regard to illegal 

transhipments of fisheries products at sea/in port and report to the Coordination 

Committee on action taken. Where applicable, countries to consider 

strengthening measures to regulate transhipment at sea by fishing vessels flying 

their flags and by foreign flagged vessels operating in their waters.  

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

11. Implementation 

11.1. Countries to assess areas of priority and work either nationally, bilaterally or 

sub-regionally to develop a Public Information Campaign(PIC) in addressing 

these areas. 

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

11.2. Countries to implement the Strategic Plan for RPOA PIC 

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

11.3. The Secretariat to develop a common evaluation and reporting tool to assist in 

evaluating the PIC for consideration at the next CC meeting. 
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 Responsibility: RPOA Secretariat. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

11.4. As part of the development of a five year RPOA strategic plan, countries to 

report to the Secretariat on the national impediments to implementing sustainable 

fisheries management and combatting IUU fishing in their waters.   

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: by 30 June 2014. 

11.5. Australia to assist the Secretariat in progressing the development of a 5 year 

strategic plan for consideration at the next CC meeting.   

Responsibility: RPOA countries. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

11.6. The Secretariat to work with Australia, Malaysia and Singapore to develop 

procedures and the Terms of Reference for participation in RPOA meetings by 

Advisory Bodies, Observers and other parties.  

Responsibility: RPOA Secretariat, Australia, Singapore and Malaysia. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

11.7. Countries to provide comments on the draft RPOA Evaluation and Assesment 

paper. The Secretariat to finalize the paper and upload to the website (private) 

and the Executive Summary to the public site. 

Responsibility: RPOA countries and Secretariat. 

Timeframe: 2013-2014. 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 

9. NEXT MEETING  

It was agreed to identify, out-of-session, a host country for the 7
th
 RPOA Coordination 

Committee meeting in 2014. 

Brunei Darussalam has generously commited to be the host country for the 2015 RPOA 

Coordination Committee meeting.  

10. CLOSING REMARKS  

Malasyia thanked all participants for their attendance and continued spirit of cooperation. 

Malaysia also thanked Indonesia and Australia for their contribution as co-chairs for this 

meeting, and RPOA Secretariat team for their support. 
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